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LEICHHARDT

Youth show drive for better safety
Alexis Carey

Piggy the mascot, student Gina Lopez and instructor Adrian Li during the
Greenlight Youth Driver Education Course at Leichhardt. Picture: CRAIG WILSON

A GROUP of young adults
from the inner west will
be more confident behind
the wheel after taking part
in a special defensive driv-
ing course recently.

The Greenlight Youth
Driver Education Course
was launched in Leich-
hardt recently.

The driver course was
sponsored by Bendigo

Bank Leichhardt Branch
and CGU Insurance.

Aiden Simpson, Gina
Lopez, Stephanie Slater
and Nabi Sweid were
selected from youth or-
ganisations around Leich-
hardt for the course, an
initiative of Lead On Aust-
ralia, Bendigo Bank’s
youth engagement arm.

The two-day course for
learner or probationary
licence holders helps im-

prove skills through
theory and practical driv-
ing sessions with a quali-
fied driving instructor.

It covers topics such as
road laws, defensive driv-
ing techniques and what
to do in emergency situ-
ations, and five Bendigo
Bank branches in NSW
will fund a course in 2013.

Customer relationship
officer Neville Miller said
the branch was proud to

support the youth edu-
cation initiative.

‘‘We have had an over-
whelming response to this
program, which just
shows the desire for
young people to ensure
their own safety on our
roads and their commit-
ment to being responsible
drivers,’’ he said.

The course costs $460,
but the four first partici-
pants took part for free.

MARRICKVILLE

Students
go creative
with words
WRITING WORKSHOPS
Alexis Carey

POETRY SCHOOL

■ The Red Room Company’s Poetry in Schools
Program aims to help students improve their
reading and writing skills by sending working
poets into primary and secondary schools
■ Candy Royalle has performed at numerous
national and international events, including the
Sydney and Adelaide Fringe Festival
■ In 2012 she won the World Poetry Cup, the
largest performance poetry prize

Mikaule Williams with her poem from creative
writing class at Marrickville High School.

Picture: CRAIG WILSON

MARRICKVILLE High School was filled
with poetry recently as students teamed up
with a contemporary street poet for The Red
Room Company’s Poetry Education
Program.

More than 70 students from Years 9 and 10
participated in the three-day intensive
workshop with poet Candy Royalle.

The workshop was designed to challenge
ideas about poetry, explore concepts, play
with words and get involved in the creative
writing process and it was the third year the
school participated in the program.

Librarian and workshop facilitator
Angela Rega said the program offered
students a form of self-expression.

‘‘Many students resist traditional poetry.
The Red Room allows them to experience
the energy of a working poet firsthand,’’ she
said.

‘‘Our students produced collage poetry,
disappearing blackout poetry, notice poetry
and a collaboratively constructed long
verse. It is satisfying to watch students
engaged and see their writing confidence
soar.’’

Principal Arety Dassaklis said students
would launch a poetry anthology of the best
works produced from the program next
term.
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One scheme. 
One focus on individuals. 
One commitment to lifelong support.

From 1 July, Australia’s current support system for people 

living with disability is being progressively replaced with 

DisabilityCare Australia. This new scheme will help provide 

a better quality of life for Australians with a signifi cant and 

permanent disability, and for their families and carers too. 

What’s new about DisabilityCare Australia?

DisabilityCare Australia is a new way of funding 

personalised support for people with disability. As well 

as looking at a person’s immediate needs, it will take 

a lifelong approach and enable people with disability to 

have choice and control over their supports. It will focus 

on early intervention, recognising that timely support can 

minimise the impact of a disability on individuals, families 

and carers. Assistance will be provided at the right time, 

rather than only once people reach crisis. 

Who is eligible?

DisabilityCare Australia will help people who have 

a signifi cant and permanent disability and who need 

assistance with everyday activities. This includes people 

whose disabilities are attributed to intellectual, cognitive, 

neurological, sensory, or physical impairment, or a 

psychiatric condition.

Will I lose my current support?

No. Your current arrangements will stay in place until you 

have met DisabilityCare Australia to discuss your needs.

Will it affect my Disability Support Pension?

No. Your Disability Support Pension will not be affected.

When does it all begin?

DisabilityCare Australia is being rolled out in stages 

because it is a big change to the current system.

Locations that start from July 2013

Barwon region of Victoria  ................... People aged 0-64

Hunter region of NSW ........................... People aged 0-64

South Australia .................................... Children aged 0-14

Tasmania ...................................Young people aged 15-24

Locations that start from July 2014

ACT ............................................................. People aged 0-64

Barkly region of NT ................................ People aged 0-64

From July 2016, DisabilityCare Australia will continue 

to extend to more locations and age groups around 

Australia, including Queensland.

For more information, visit 

australia.gov.au/disabilitycare 

or call 1800 800 110

For people with hearing or speech loss

TTY: 1800 555 677

Speak and Listen: 1800 555 727

One big difference to lots of lives.
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